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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T Owards the End of my Preface to the Sermon preached before 
the Univerfity Oxford, on Whitſunday /af?, I publickly told 
M.. Weſley, ** that in Caſe he were not convinced by the Ex- 
« tracts thers printed, that the People, «who paſi under the Deno- 
« mination of Methodiſts openly maintained ſuch Opinions, as 1 
« had charged upon them, &c. he ſhould have the Civility of a 
« particular Auſaber, &c.” imagining when I uſed the word Ci- 
vility, that 1 ſhould have no Occaſion t6 depart from my Purpoſe, 
by Reaſon of any Diſingenuity on the Part of Mr. Weſley, more 
than what had appeared in his firſt Letter: But having ſiuce re- 
ceived a Second, wherein there is lileaviſt ſuch a flrange Mixture 
of SanQity and Prevarication, fuch praying, fneering, cattin 
and recanting, expunging, forging, 1 canret think myſelf fri 
bound to adbere in every particular to my firſt Intention. . 


THE 


DEDICATION 


To the Reverend Joun WesLEey, M. A. late 
FELLow of Lincoln College in Oxford; Foun- 
DER of the Methodiſts, at the Foundery, on 
Wind-Mill-Hill, zear St. Luke's Hoſpital in 
London, &c. Sc. 


Reverend SIR, 


S you are a Scholar, you muſt know, that it is na 
A uncommon Practice in the learned World, for 
Perſons, who have a particular Eſteem for an Au- 
thor, to be defirous of putting out the moſt elaborate and 
elegant Editions of his Works, and dedicating them like- 
wik to ſuch as are ſuppoſed to be his greateſt Admrrers. 
For this Reaſon, as I imagine, that there is no Body 
fonder of you than yourſelf, I dedicate this new Edition 
of your laſt little Pieces to you: The Gems are ſmall in- 
deed, but I hope, they will receive ſome Luſtre from 
the Pains, which I have beſtawed upon them. 
I confeſs however, that next to obliging you, I was 
willing likewiſe to ſeize fo fair an Opportunity of ſerving 
myſelf, For we Sinners, being humble Imitators of you 
Saints, feel ſomething of the like Paſſions, and are actu- 


ated by a Love of Fame as well as you; 


Sic fulgente trahit comſtrictas Gloria Curru | 
Non minus ignotos generofis Hor. 


And therefore being not quite ſo capable of attaining it, 
by compaſſing Sea and Land, and performing Signs, and 
oenders, as you have done, I was willing to lay hold of 
your Cloak, or flick in your Skirts a little, that in your 
Aſcent to the aerial Temple of Renown, I allo * be 

ewn 


iy The DEDICATION, 


ſhewn to this Generation, by being ſo remarkably honoured 
with your good Company. 
- And now, Sir, having frankly told you the Motives, 
which urged me to this Dedication ; that it was to pleaſe 
ou, and acquire ſome Degree of Reputation to myſelt 
y ſuck extraordinary Connexions : It only remains, that 
I make ſome Apology for my new Manner of Addrefling 
you, and tell you, as I haye hinted to the Publick, that 
ou have been the Occaſion of all this, by faſt ſhewing an 
Exangle of ſurprizing Levity yourſelf. For you muſt 
certainly be in Jeſt ; and jeſting too with the moſt ſacred 
Things, when you ſet out with ſuch a ſolemn Account 
of your Fear of God, your Truth and Love, that you du 
ce nt return Evil for Euil, or Railing for Railing”, and 
yet a little after talk in ſuch a difterent Strain ; nay, rave 
and rant, and domineer, and ſcold : There is no Body 
doubts, but that you were in Earneſt here, and there- 
fore the former Part, however ſolemn, muſt be all a Jeſt. 
| To be ſure this Character of yours is ſuch, as requires 
fome Skill to fix : But notwithſtanding, I think that I have 
hit upon it. What do they call the Name MH, e, 
Mimus, Hypocrita? You muſt know. for you are very 
well acquainted with the GREEK ; Caftalis, I think 
renders it by Hiſfrio, that is a Comedian or Player, one 
that acts a perſonated Part to get a Penny by it. For 
Perſona is a Maſk, and Perſona tragica is ill a Maſh, 
though perhaps with a grievous Countenance. 5 
For my Part, I chooſe to appear without the Maſt; 
and fo, Sir, as I am of a fociable Diſpoſition, and can 
laugh with thoſe, who are diſpoſed to laugh; though, I 
may not carry my Jokes ſo far as you, upon ſome Sub- 
jects, yet where the Matter will hear it, we will lay aſide 
this Severity a little, this Vormiucod and the Gall, which 
ou complain of, and uſe occaſionally a little erriment : 
Which Method perhaps may diſcover to the World, on 
which Side the Truth ſhall lie, as effectually as a ſerious 
Argument. I am therefore for the Sake of Truth in this, 
or any other Manner, 4. 0 5 
2 Sir, 
Southwark, Your ver; humble Servant, 


Nev. 4, 17 58. 


JOHN FREE. 
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Letter to the Rev. Dr. FREE. 


By JOHN WESLEY, M. A. 


— —— —_ 


— T—— —_ 


CHAP... 


ConTzxTs. Mr. Weſley, quotes a Paſſage from Dr. 
Free's Pamphlet to the Salters; acquizſces in the Doctor's 
Opinion, as far as he underſtands it : But afterwards 
reads wrong, or wilfully miflakes in his reading ; rea- 
fons from this Miſtake ; and , ſo Blunder begets Blunder 
and his Brethren, to the End of the firſt Chapter. 


TuLLAMORE, May 2, 1758. 
ReveREND Six, 
1. A LirTLE Tract appearing under your Name was 
| Yeſterday put into my Hands. 6 
2. You therein call upon me, To ſpeak, * if I have 
F< any Exceptions to make to what is advanced,“ 
3. And promiſe to“ reply as fairly and candidly as I 
& can expect, provided thoſe Exceptions be drawn up, as 


ic you have ſet the Example, in a ſhort Compals, [and in] 


« the Manner wherein all wiſe and gos People wo 
e chuſe to manage a Religious Diſpute.” * 

4. In a ſhort Compaſs,” Sir, they will certainly be 
drawn up, for my own Sake, as well as yours, 

5. For I know the Value of Time, and would gladly 


employ it all in what more immediately relates to Eter- - 


nity. 

6. But I do not promiſe to draw them up in that Man- 
ner, whereof you have ſet the Example. 

7. I cannot; I dare not: For I fear God, and do 


e * 
really 


9 
A 
—— 
7 > 
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really believe there is a Judgment to come. Therefore T 
dare not return Evil for Euil; neither Railing for Railing. 

8, Nor can I allow, that — Manner of treating this 
Subject, is that ©* wherein all wz/e and goa People, would 
&« chuſe to manage a Religious Diſpute.” Far, very far 
from it. 3 - 

9. I ſhall rejoice, if a little more Fairneſs and Candor, 
ſhoul appear in your future Writings. 

10. But I cannot expect it; for the nigræ ſuccus loligi- 
— ormWoad and Gall ſeem to have infected your very 

1 


Dr. Free's Notes upon Mr. Weſley's Letter, 


addreſſed to Mr. Weſley. 
CHAP. I. 
Reverend Sir, | 


oN Letter bears date May 2, 1758, 
from a Place called Tullamore, as I am 
informed, in Ireland a little unlucky! For 
whether it be owing to the Climate, or not, 
you make, what they call a Bull at firſt ſetting 
out: And to afford you ſome Diverſion, you 
will ſee him bazrted by and by, in the Note 
upon the third Verſe of this Chapter. | 


Dr.Free's Note upon Chap. 1. Verſe 1. 


Obſecro, Populares! The World is hereby 
defired to take Notice, that by his own Con- 
feſſion, the Reverend Mr. Weſley generated 
this memorable” P/eud- apoſtolic Epiſtle in the 
Campaſs of one Day, in the Year of our 
Lord 1758. id Populus curat Scilicet. And 
he makes this Declaration that his Follow- 


ers 


Dr. Free's Norxs. 7 


ers may learn to admire his Inſpirution or In- 
genuity, and entertain at the ſame Time, a 
proper Contempt of the Meanneſi or Slow- 
neſs of his Adverſary. Though Tully ſome- 
where ſays Opinionum Commenta delet Dies. 
In this Senſe, I believe Mr. Weſley's Epiſtle 
may be the Being of one Day; and conſider- 
ing the Fate of ſome ingenious Writers, I 
draw ſome Comfort too from another Paſſage 
of the ſame Author, to this Effect, ARIS To- 
TELES ait omnes ingenioſos eſſe melancholicos, 
libenter igitur me fateor tardiorem. 


Verſe 2 and 3 of Mr. Weſley's Letter. 
Dr. Free's Note upon the ſame. 


| Theſe Verſes contain a very imperfect, as 

well as unfair Repreſentation of the Words 
of Dr. Free; as will appear to any one, who 
has read his Poijeripe to the Articles propoſed 
to the Company of Salters; for the Paſſage 
is really this: | OO 
P. S. To the Publick. 


As the Author foreſees, that the Seif-/uf- 
te fictency and Ignorance of many of the lou 
People among the Methodiſts may prompt 
them to ſhew their Skill in Divinity, and 
© change a Word with him upon this Occaſi- 
«on: To fave theſe Gentlemen a needleſs 
* Trouble, he thinks proper co DECLARE }- 
« that if either of the Mr. MWeſſeys, who ſtill paſs 
* under that Denomination, have any Excep- 
| tion 


8 Dr. Free's NoTxs. 
tions to make to what is here advanced, 
* provided choſe Exceptions be dfawn up, as 
< he has ſet the Example, in as ſhort a Com- 

g paſs as the Nature of Controverſy will 
* admit, the Manner, in which, all w/e and 
good People, would chooſe to manage a 
Religious Diſpute, &c. 

Nou, Sir, how comes it to paſy;that yourepre- 
ſent what was addreſſed yontly"to you and your 
Brother, as ſolely directed to yourſelf? This is 
by no Means a fair Qyotation, and your falſe 
Dealing is muchaggravared by the Inter po- 
lation of the Words and in] which affords 
you an Handle for ſome idle Declamation-— 
whereas the Original has not any ſuch 
Words as and in] the Manner“ —but runs 
thus, “ in as ſhort a Compal as the Nature 
« of Controverly will admit, the Manner,” 
&c. This material Change muſt proceed 
either from Tnattention, Ignorance, or 
Deſign. 

It it n from Inattention; it muſt 
ſhew great Contempt of the Publick not to 
read a Thing over before you committed it 
to Print: If it proceeded from Ignorance ; as 
| you affect the Patriarch or Apoſtle, you way 

be aſhamed not to have your Mits as muc 
about you, as when you was a School. Gy. 
For to be ſure you then knew the Meaning 
of pgs; and underſtood your Grammar ; 
you ſhould not have forgot it here, oportebat 
fuiſſe Memorem, Lally, if it was througli 


bad 


j | 


= 
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bad Dein, that you made this Alteration, 
why then you cannot be really an honeff 
Man, And to ſay nothing of what the 
World may think of you, it is my Opinion, 
that if you want Honeſty, Jeſus Chriſt will 
never own you for his Diſciple, let your Pre- 
tences to Religion be what they will. 


2 Verſe 6, 7. 8, of Mr. Weſley's Letter. . 
Dr. Free's Note upon the ſame. | 


The Tract of mine, which Mr. Weſley ſo 
belabours in theſe Verſes, is that entitled 


Certain Articles propoſed to the ſerious Con- 

| {ideration of the Company of Salters in Lon- 

dun, &c. Of which the Reader may ſee a 

F Vindication in the Preface to my Sermon be- 

fore the Univerſity of Oxford: And there- 

fore I hope he will excuſe me here, if I take 
no farcher Notice of this notable Paſſage. 


Mr. Weſley's LxT TER. 
\ | CHAP. II. 


ConTENTs. Mr. Weſley tells a Story about his convin- - 


cing Biſhop Gibſon-—confeſſes his Weakneſs ; prays to 


Go of I ruth and Love to aſſiſt him Promiſes a Thing 
which he is not able to perform, tells a Fib about an 
' ſwering an Objeftion, —loſes his Under flanding and talks 


© without Coherence or Connexion, denies a notorious Fact 
ſupported by the meſi evident Proof, and ends with a falſe 


o 
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10 Mr. Weſley's LETTER Ch. II. 
1 1 Quotation from Biſhop Gib/on, which takes 
| up Five out of Nineteen H » I have particu- 
larly anſwered already * : 

2. And in a Manner wherewith I have good Reaſon 
to believe, his Lordſhip was entirely ſatisfied. With his 
Lordſhip therefore I have no preſent Concern : My Buſi- 
neſs now is with you only. . : 

3. And ſeeing you are 2 To you expreſs 
it) © to run a Tit,” I muſt make what Defence I can. 

4. Only you muſt excuſe me from Meeting you on 
the ſame Ground, or fighting you with the ſame Wea, 
pons. N | 
5. My Weapons are only Truth and Love. May 
the Gop of Truth and Love ſtrengthen my Weakneſs ! 

6. I wave what relates to Mr. /—'s perſonal Cha- 
rater, which is too well known to need my Defence of 
it: As likewiſe the Occurrence (real or imaginary I 
cannot tell) which gave Birth to your Performance. 

7. All that I concern myſelf with is your Five vehe- 
ment Aſſertions, with Regard to the People call'd Me- 
thodiſts, Theſe I ſhall conſider in their Order, and 
prove to be totally falſe and groundleſs. | 

8. The Firſt is this, + Their whole Miniſtry is an 
c open and avow'd Oppoſition to one of the fundamental 
« Articles of our Religion.“ How ſo? Why © the 
e 20th Article declares, We may not ſo expound one 
*« Scripture, that it be repugnant to another. 1 And yet 
<« jt is notorious, that the Methodiſis do ever explain the 
« Word Faith as it ſtands in ſome of St. Paul's Writ- 
& ings, ſo as to make his Doctrines a direct and flat Con- 


— 


& tradiction to that of St. James. 

9. This ſtale Objection has been anſwered an hundred 
Times, fo that I really thought we ſhould have heard no 
more of it. ; + 

10. But ſince it is required, I repeat the Anſwer once 
more. By Faith we mean, The Evidence of Things not 
ſeen + By juſtifying Faith, a Divine Evidence or Con- 
viction, that Chriſt loved me and gave Himſef for me. 
St. Paul affirms, that a Man is juſtified by this Faith; 


a—_ 


in «a Letter to the Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of Lan- 
don, + P, 4+ 1 | of 5 : a 
which 


TT _— 


Mr. Weſley's LETTER. 11 
which St. James never denies ; but only aſſerts that a 
Man cannot be juſtified by a dead Faith, And this St. 


Paul never affirms. 
6 But St, James declares, Faith without Works is 


* tad. Tov Bay it is clearly St. James's Meaning, 
ce that a Faith which is without Virtue and Morality, 


* _ produce Salvation. Yet the Methodi/ts ſo ex- 


in 5 Paul as to affirm that Faith without Virtue or 
* 1 will produce Salvation.“ Where? In which 


of NR ritings ? This needs ſome Proof: I abſolutely 


deny the Fact. 
12. So that all which follows is mere Flouriſh, and 


falls to the Ground at once: And all that you aver of 
their ® open and ſcandalous Oppoſition to the 20th 
Article,“ is no better than open and ſcandalous Slander. 


CHAP. II. 


Read Verſe 1,2, 3, 4, of Mr. Weſley's Letter, 
Dr. Free's Notes upon the ſame. 5 


Fend 2% Weſley, from a Man deſirous, as 
thou wouldſt ſeem to be (but a little be- 
fore) of employing all thy Time, in what re- 
lates to Eternity, is not this an idle and invi- 
dious Reflection? What Matter is * as to 
the Argument, how many Pages of my 
Pamphlet are taken up by the Quotation 
from Biſhop Gibſn? If wc Biſhop Gibſon 
ſays be true, the © God of Truth and Love, 

whom thou invokeſt but a little after would 
never have directed Thee, to have reflected 
upon me, for miniſtring to the Truth by in- 
troducing the Br/bop's Teſtimony. I thought 
it better * my OWN ; and 1 is ĩt — in 


« P, 6, . 


— „ 


the 


12 ere 
the very Minute, that thou makeſt ſuch Pro- 
Feſſon of Candor and Chriſtian Charity, to be 
thus /arcaſtical upon my Humility? The 
Pbariſee in the Goſpel, thanked God that he 
was not a Sinner, and if this be your Prac- 


tice, I thank God, that I am not fuch a Saint. 


For there is much of human Frailty in this 
Conduct, which is quite inconſiſtent with 
thy Chriſtian Perfection. I have now done 
with my Plainneſs, Sir, and ſhall henceforth 
keep my Diſtance. | 

As to your Anſwer then, to the late 
Bisnop of London, for which you refer us to 
your Letter—you ſhould have told us the 
Page: For I cannot find it No? No! 
no ſuch Anſwer, I aſſure you—I can find no 
ſuch Anſwer. | | | 

And therefore I am the more aſtoniſhed 
how you could tell us that the B:/bop was ſo 
entirely ſatisfied with it. For my Part I 


want Satisfaction upon the Subject, and am 


ſorry to hear you cannot meet me on the 
ſame Ground, or fight with the ſame Weap- 
ons, that I do. For had this been the Caſe, 
I ſhould have given, or received Satisfaction, 
before this Time. My Ground is ſure 
Ground, Sir, and my Weapons ſuch as will 
ſeldom fail me. Whereas you make uſe of 
ſome little Inſtruments beſide the Truth; 
which will always break in your Hands, and 


leave you at the Mercy of your Adyerſary, 
Read 


— — 
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Nead V. g. (Chap. 2.) of Mr. Weſley's Letter. 


Dr. Free's Note upon the ſame. 
1 ſhould like this Declaration much bet- 


ter, if I could think, that ſuch a Principle 
ſteadily influenced your Practice : But as you 
have miſrepreſented me fo groſsly in your 


Quorations, and ſo deſignedly; and now 
trifle thus with your ſolemn Proteſtations, I 
have Reaſon, (though I may be ſorry to ſay 
it) even in this Particular, to doubt of your 
Integrity, notwithſtanding your ſerious Men- 
tion, of what ought to affect every thinking 
Man, our Relation to Eternity. 


Read V. 6. (Chap. 2.) of Mr. Weſley's Letter. 
Dr. Free's Note upon the ſame. 


I take an Opportunity from this Paſſage, 
to inform the Publick, thatthe Reaſon, why I 
gave myſelf the Trouble of printing Mr. Vs 
Letter in this Manner, was not barely for the 
Sake of examining it myſelf, and as I ſaw Occa- 
ſion, to anſiver it: But alſo to ſer this Gentle- 
man and his Adherents an Example of fair 
Dealing in Controverſy ; to which they ſeem 
to be entire Strangers. For what Reader, 
but would imagine from theſe Words of Mr. 
Weſley's, that his Friend Mr. Y— had ſuffer- 
ed in his perſonal Character by my Writings? 
The Tract to the Salters is eaſily read over. 
Let any onejudge from the Reading, whe- 

| ther 
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ther I have concerned myſelf with this Mr. 


V any otherwiſe than in his Character of a 


Mer hodiſt, a Character which on Account of 
his Connexion with the Met hadiſts, and his 
pieaching their Doctrines, had even in the 

ſtcem of his own Hearers, been juſtly fixed 
upon him. Of the Influence of this publick 
Character upon the perſonal, Mr. Weſley (hall 
hear a little more hereafter ; fince, in his ſe- 
cond Letter, he has revived the ſame. Objecti- 
on; but this by che Way. I am only led to 
take Notice here, of his Manner of QuoTa- 
T10N, of which I would defire the unpre- 
Judiced Reader to be alſo obſervant, that he 
may be the better able to do me Juſtice. 


Read V. 7. (Chap. 2.) Mr. Welley's Letter, 
Dr. Free's Note upon the ſame. 


So then, Sir, you chooſe to enter the Liſts, 


not upon your own Account, or for particu». 
lar Opinions of your own, but as a Champion 
for the Cauſe of the P 
In the Words of my Pe/i/cript above-cired, I 
ſpoke with Heſitatien, as if I did not know, 
but that you had been diſpoſed to have quit- 
ted that Profeſſion, this afforded you an 


Opportunity of diſavewing it, if you would; 
but as you take to it ſo very formally, by de- 
claring yourſelf their Advocate, what a 
Weather-cock muſt the World think you, 
when in your ſecond Epiſtle you renounce the 


very 


called Met bodiſis? 


k 


: 


; 
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Name, and declare, that you are no ſuch 
Perſon, But of this hereafter, — 


To be, er not to be? ay! there's the Queſtion, 
Which WesLEv's Meditations can't reſolve. 
"Conviction tells him he has gone aſtray : * 

But yet the PENCE the fatid PENCE of BRASöU 
Hhich at the Found'ry, weekly load his Palm, 
Incline him ſtill to acT the METHODIST ;—— 
AcT, yet DISOWN,—ftrange inconſiſtent Part ! 
Which Characters the double-minded Man, 
UNSTABLE fl, yet variouſly the ſame. 


Read J. g. (Chap. 2.) of Mr. Weſley's Letter. 
Dr. Free's Note upon the ſame. 


Mr. Weſley is here affronted, at what he 
calls a tale Object ion. No wonder, for when - 
Things grow ſtale, they ſometimes grow very 
ſtrong, and if held to your Noſe they will be ſtill 
more offenſive: How to get out of the Smell 
of this Objection is the Difficulty. To ſay, 
that it has been anſwered an hundred Times, is 
only tellnig a „ale Lye. It is plain to me, Sir, 
that you cannot anſwer it nowʒand I am afraid 
your Apology will appear to the Reader no 


better than Nonſenſe. For your Words are 


Verſe 10. © by juſtifying Faith, we mean, a 
« Divine Evidence or Conviction, that Chriſt 
« [ved me, and gave Himſelf for me. Now 
for the Conſequencel Ergo The Metho- 
« d:iſts do not explain the Word Faith, as it 
« ſtands in ſome of St. Paul's Writings, ſo as 


«to make the Doctrine of St. Paul a -_ 
«© an 
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and flat Contradiction to that of St. James. 
Is this, what you call Connexion? 
I'll tell you one Thing, Sir, Silver and 
Gold T have none, for that as well as the Braſs 
generally goes to the Shops of the METHo- 
DISTs, but ſuch as I have, I will give unto you ; 
therefore, I ſay, if you can make this lame 
Argument walk, and bring it to the, Growth 
of a regular Syllogiſm, I don't know but 
I may honour you with another Dedication. 
Et eris mibi magnus Apollo. 


But beſide the Fault in the Argument, Sir, 


here is a V bim or Conceit in the Phraſe, which 
muſt not paſs without Notice. For if one 
were to be inquiſitive about Chapter and 


Perſe, pray Sir, in which of St. Paul's Writ- 
ings, is it expreſely ſaid, that Feſus Chri/t died 


in particular for Mr. John Weſley? Don't 
you ſee, that there is ſomething mighty odd 
in the wording of this Paſſage? For by the 
Phraſe it amounts to this; St. Paul affirms, 
that a Man is juſtified by having a Dzv:ne 
Evidence or Convicton, that Jeſus Chriſt gave 
himſelf for Mr. John Weſley !—Are you then 
in your Senſes? Or do you think, that other 
People have loſt cheirs, that you can venture 
to talk ſuch Stuff to them as this? 

From what Moravian have you borrowed 
theſe Singularities? 1 have heard indeed, (I 
don't fay, I know it to be true that) you have 


extracted near 14 Volumes all Qurnteſſences, 
to 
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to be ſure, from the Fanaticiſin of the 
Germans, the Engliſb, and other Nations. 
For, all Nations and Religions have their 
Fanaticks. 


And thus, you dim your Eyes, and fluff your Head, 
J With all ſuch Reading, as was never reaa ? Pope, 


Dr. Free's Note upon Verſe 11 and 12. 


As you are pleaſed to call my Argument in 
this Place a Flouriſb, J muſt reply, Sir, that 
it is but a ſhort Flouriſh on your Side. 

For I refer the Reader to the Preface and 
Appendix of my Sermon preached at Oxrokp, 

105 where to the Misfortune of your Cauſe, he 
will find this open and ſcandalous Slander, 
as ou term it, ſupported by a Cloud of Wit- 
neſſes, and Facts too ſtubborn to yield to any 
3 ans 


Mr. Weſley's LeTTER. 


CHAP. IIL 


ConTenTs. - Mr. Weſley continues to produce from 
[ Dr. Free's Pamphlet to the Salters ſome mangled and dif- 
| jointed Quotations, relating ta the Doctrines of the 

| Methoditts, of which Doctrines, as he pretends, he never 
heard before; or at leaſt does not remember them, and 


therefore deſires his Opponent to refreſh his Memory. 


I OUR ſecond Aſſertion is this, “ The * Me- 
« thoadiſt, for the Perdition of the Souls of his 

x Followers, openly gives our Saviour the Lic, loads the 
6 Scripture with Falſhood and Contradiction: (And pray 


a 


1 e & 


pF P. 75 8, 9 
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c what could a Mahomedan, or Infidel, or the Devil him= 
« ſelf do more) Yea, openly blaſpheme the Name of 
« Chrit, by faying, That the Works of Men are of no 
* Conſideration at all; that Gop makes no Diſtinction | 
« between Virtue and Vice, that He does not hate Vice 
* or love Virtue. What Blaſphemy then and Impiety are 
« thoſe Wretches guilty of, . who in their diabolical _ 
« Phrenzy, dare to contradict our Saviour's Authority, 
« and that in ſuch an eſſential Article of Religion?“ 

2. Here alſo the Methodiſts plead not guilty, and re- 
quire you to produce your Evidence: To ſhew in which 
of their Writings they afficm, That Gop „ will not re- 
« ward every Man according to his Works; that He 
&« makes no Diſtinction between Virtue and Vice; that 
« He does not hate Vice or love Virtue.” "Theſe are Po- 
ſitions which they never remember to have advanced. If 
you can, refreſh their ag | „ rhe AI 

3. You aſſert, Thirdly, The ethod:/ts, by theſe Poſi- 
tions, „ deſtroy the eſſential Attributes of God, and ruin 
* his Character as Fudge of the World,” Very true— 
if they held thefe Poſitions. 

4. But here lies the Miſtake, They hold no ſuck 
Poſitions, They never did. They deteſt and abhor 
them. In arguing therefore on this Suppolition, you are 
again beating . 5 

5. You aſſert, Fourthly, The Met hadiſts * teach and 
c propagate * downright Atheiſm (a capital Crime; and 
* Atheiſts in fome Countries have been put to Death) 
* Hereby they make Room for all Manner of Vice and 
* Villainy, by which Means the Bands of Society are 
« diffulyed; And therefore this Attempt muſt be con- 
0 ſidered as a Sort of Treaſon by ray ee 
5 6. Again we deny the whole Charge, and call for 

roof: ; | 

7. And, bleſſed be Gop, ſo do the Magiſtrates in 
Great-Britain, © | | 

8. Bold, vehement Aſſevertions will not paſs upon 
them for legal Evidences. TY 

9. Nor indeed on any reaſonable Man. 

19, They can diſtinguith between arguing and calling 
Names. | 


P, 10, 11. 11. The 
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1. The former becomes a Gentleman and a Chriſtian: 
But what is he, who can be guilty of the latter? 


CHAP. II. 


Read 7 erſe 1, of Mr. Weſley Letter. 
Dr. Free's Note upon the fame. | 


Ts firſt Verſe, as likewiſe the greateſt 

Part of this Chapter, being made up of 
Extracts from my firſt Pampblet to the Com- 
pany of Salters thrown together in a very 
irregular Manner, the Reader is deſired to 
peruſe them as they ſtand in their proper 
Places, in Order to form a juſt Notion of their 
Extent and Meaning. And for the Evidence, 
which Mr. Weſley ſo often calls for to ſup. 
port theſe Paffages I refer the Reader once for 
all, to the Preface of my SERMON, and to the 
Appendix containing the Blaſphemies and 
Deluſions of the Methodz/ts, particularly Num- 
BER V, and to what I have farther to ſay in 
my Notes upon Mr. Weſtey's ſecond Letter, 
which Notes are not yet publiſhed. 


Read Verſe 2, of Mr. Weſley's Letter, where 
be ſays the Methodiſts 1 not guilty, and 
defires Dr. Free to refreſh their Memory. 


Dr. Free's Note upon the ſame. 


I cannot ſay whether it has been any Re- 
freſhment or not: But I believe by this Time 


you feel that I have Foie up your Memory, 


* N OA 
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upon this Subject, in the Preface and Ape 
pendix to my Sermon. Number V. 


Read Verſe 3, of Mr. Weſley's Letter, where 
be tells Dr. Free that be is beating the Air. 


Dr. Free's Note upon the ſame. 


Sir, you muſt certainly be miſtaken here. 
For inſtead of beating the Air, I think, that 
I am beating the Method:/ts. But perhaps 
you mean by this, that you Prophets are be- 
come W1ND, and the Word of the Lord is not 
in, you ; if ſo indeed, I may be beating the 
Air, in beating the Met hodiſts. 


Read Verſe 5, of Mr. Welley's Letter. Where 
he ſays, © we deny the whole Charge and call 
for Proof, &c. 


Dr. Free's Note upon the ſame. 


You may deny as you will, Sir, and as you 
think conſiſtent with your Credit: But the 
Charge is ſupported by Fact, and ſuch Proof 
has been given of it, as none but thoſe, wha 
have loſt all Senſe of Shame, as well as Under- 
ſtanding can offer to deny. | 
The Reader may ſee by the Teſtimonies 
produced in the Preface and Appendix to my 
SERMON, what Aſſurance I have from their 
own Writings, that the People who paſs un- 
der the Denomination of METHonIsTs, nay, 
who coll themſelves METHoD1sTs, have main- 

rained 
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tamed ſuch Propoſitions as theſe, vi g. 
« That Men are (ab/olutely and finally) . 
ce juſtified 10zthout the Deeds of any Law 
cc whatever, either natural, ceremonial or 

« hora; to the utter Excluſion of all 

ood Works. | 
“That there is no Drference betwixt 

* the moſt fervent Devotee and the great- 
te eſt Ringleader in Prophaneneſs, &c, 
« That he, who attempts f do any 

Thing eaſy or difficult, under the Noti- 

* on of an Act of believing, or any other 

« Act, in Order to his Acceptance to God, 
© only heaps up more Wrath againſt 

<«< himſelf.” — 

Such Pernicious PRINCIPLES, I ſaid, tended 
to deſtroy our Notions of the eſſential Attri- 
butes of God, and ruin his Character, as Judge 
of the World. And in the Articles to the 
Salters, Page 9. in ſupport of my Aſſertion, 

I argued thus; 

« Firſt, If there be no Diſtinction between 
human Actions, or a Diſtinction of no Con- 
e fideration, then there can be no ſuch Thing 
* as Good, or Evil: And conſequently no 
* Room for a future Judgment at all. For 
« where their is no Law broken, there is no 
Harm done; and therefore no Call for 
* Judgment. | 

But Secondly, If there be a real Diſtinc- 
te tion between Good and Evil; then to ſay 


* that God does not regard it, or take it into 
Con. 
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* Con/ideration, but rewards or punithes at 
* random, is making him ſo fooliſh as not 
te to diſtinguiſh Vice from Virtue; or ſo un- 
te juſt as to prefer Vice before it; which 
te Deficiency would render him quite unfit 
© to be the Judge of the World. 
| < In the firſt Place therefore, according to 
| * this Doctrine, we are to have no Fg: 
of the World at all. 
n the next Caſe——Gad is repreſented 
te as unfit to be that Judge. 
* Now if this be not downright Atbeijm, 
* I would be glad to know what is. 
Theſe are the Proofs, Sir, which I ſubmit 
| to the Examination of any Man alive, who 
| | enjoys the Uſe of his Underſtanding, If you 
il can call ſuch plain Teſtimonies and fair Rea- 
Jonings only,“ bold and vehement Aſeverati- . 
* ons, Men of common Senſe will doubt your 
Honeſty ; and the /earned will be apt to ap- 
ply to you and your Tribe the Reflexion of the 
Roman Orator, licet concurrant omnes plebeii 
[concionatores] non modo nibil unquam tam 
eleganter explicabunt, ſed ne hoc quidem ipſum 
ou ſubtiliter concluſum ſi, intellegent. Al- 
ow this then to be Arguing, Sir, to ſave 
your own Credit as a Scholar, and to be con- 
ſiſtent with the Conceſſion which you made 
V. 3.] but a little before. 
That zf the Methodifts held ſuch Poſitions, 
| they would thereby © deſtroy the aſſential 
8 Attributes 
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. /}fributes of Gop and ruin his Character, 
* as Judge of the World.” | 

This Charge againſt the People of your 
Denomination being thus ſupported by Fact: 
It is no Matter to the Publick, whether from 
among the Methodifts, you are one of the 
identical Perſons concerned, or not. It may 
be ſome Advantage indeed to you to ſcape a 
Scowering, but in the mean Time the ſame 
Hurt is done to the Community, whether it 
be done by Mr. WesLEY's Gang, or be done 
by Mr. Weſley. And I would adviſe you, if 
you would avoid all Suſpicion of evil Com- 
munication and Correſpondence with ſuch 
Sort of People, to ſpeak no longer in their 
Defence. For it is apparent that under the 
Name of Methodiſts, fuch Perſons and ſuch 
Opinions do actually exiſt. And as I faid to 
the worſhipful Company of Salters, I ſay 
once more to you. * Atheiſm has been 
« deemed a capital Crime, and Atheiſts in 
« ſome Countries have been put to Death, as 
* Perſons very dangerous to a State, at leaſt 
e in the Opinion of thoſe, who govern it. 

« For that all wiſe Laugivers and good 
* Magiſtrates, beſide that they reſent the 
«« Diſhonour done to God, conſider the Pro- 
e pagation of Atheiſm as an Attempt to de- 
« {troy their own Commonwealth, Becauſe 
e by releaſing Men from their natural Fears 
* of a Deity, it diſcharges them from all 


* moral Obligation; makes Room for allMan- 
ner 
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« ner of Vice and Villainy; by which Means 
« the Bands of Society are diſſolved, the 


« Community is forced to ſeparate; and the 


% Magiſtrates themſelves, when all Govern- 


« ment is overturned, can in that Character 
*« ſubſiſt no longer. | 

« You ſee then, that this Attempt muſt 
« be conſidered as a Sort of Treaſon by (wile) 
«« Magiſtrates; becauſe it is an Attack upon 
*« themſelves: by ruining their Subjects it 
* takes away their very Office; there being, 
* as I obſerved, no Place for Governors in 
* a Society quite diſſolute and abandoned. 

* This then is the Conſequence of deſtroy- 
« ing the Morals of a State, by the Introduc- 
tion of direct Atheiſm: And therefore to 
*© ſecure the Morals of their People, Magi- 
* ſtrates make Uſe of that Inſtrument which 
« we call Religion, as being in their Opini- 
* on what will contribute moſt to harmo- 
* nize and regulate Society, and produce 
« Eftects quite oppoſite to thoſe, which they 
« dread from Atheiſm. | 

“ But if any Form of Religion diſcour- 
« age Morality, it can be no Inſtrument for 
« their Purpoſe, becauſe it does the Work of 
« Atheiſm. And therefore they muſt be as 
e much alarmed at the Introduction of ſuch 
* Religion, as at the Introduction of Athe- 
« iſm ; and look upon it in the ſame Light, 
«as it is attended with the ſame Conſe- 
** QUENCES, 


Now Ww 
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Now the Form of ReLic1on introduced 
by the Methodiſts is ſuch, as thus diſcourages 
Morality, and to be confiſtent with their 
Profeſffon, their Teachers often call the Di- 
vines of the Cuuxcii of England by Way of 
Derifion Mok AL Is rs: Yet Mr. Weſley re- 
preſents our Magiſtrates themſelves as well 
affected to this Sort of People. 

What I have to obſerve upon this Repre- 
preſentation is, , that I cannot believe it 
to be true: and ſecondly, that if it be true, and 
any of our Magiſtrates are no better princi- 
pled than is here repreſented, that then they 
are by no Means wiſe or good Magiſtrates, 
and conſequently not fit to hold or diſcharge 
any Office of Importance in this Countty. 

As to the Repreſentation, therefore; not- 
withſtanding, that Mr. Veſley uſes the Term 
MAGISTRATES as univerſal, or at leaſt unli- 
mited, yet probably he may be able to ſþecrfy 
no more, than the Sheriff of Bedford, who 
appointed him to preach the 4/ize Sermon: 
Or the London Sugar-baker, who according 


to the News-Papers, publickly nominated 
Mr. Jones the Impoſtor, for his Chaplain. 


If chis Officer was guilty of ſuch an Inſult 
upon the Church of England, to which he 
pretended occaſionally to conform, I do not 
doubt, but that he will be properly noted b 
his Felldw-Citizens, as a Perſon not very Fd 
to hold or diſcharge the Truſt to which he 
has been promoted. For had this Man been 

D acquainted 
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acquainted with any Thing beſide his Sugar 
Pans, or formed the leaſt Idea of the Office, 
he pretends to ſerve, he muſt have been ſen- 


ible, that it frequently belongs to the Buſi- 


neſs of an Engliſb SHERIFF to be preſent at 
the Execution of the Laws againſt notoric 
Criminals, For Inſtance, Cheats and Impo/- 
tors by the Laws of England are reckoned 


notorious Criminals. I think Brafon calls a 


Traitor Sedu&or, and had Mr. Jones been 


formally convicted as a Cheat and Impoſtor, 


and ordered by the Court to have been led | 
down Cheapſide by the Sheriff of Lox ox, to 
the Royal Exchange, with the “ Letter from 
the Manſions above pinned to his Back and 
Breaſt, and there to have ſuffered the Penal- 
ties, which the Laws inflict ; why the Sher: 

would have found it his Duty to have attend- 
ed his. vi <- upon this Occaſion, By 
which the World would have been. apt to 
conclude, that either through Ignorance he 


knew not how to conduct himfelf in the 
Office to which he was promored, or elſe 


that he made uſe of his Authority to coun- 


tenance Deceit in Breach of his Oath, as be- 


ing in Breach of the Laws of England. 

For Deceit, which is defined by the Law- 
yers, to be a ſubtle Trick and Device where- 
unto you may draw all Manner of Craft and 
Collujion; and againſt which there is a Writ 


calls! Breve Deceptione is an Offence bo. h at 


Ses it in the Appendix to Dr. Free's Sermon. 
common 
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common and ſlatute Law. It is generally 
puniſhed by I hipping, or the Pillory. 

Religious DE CEIT, or Pxcxrr by Prophecy 
hath other Penalties. © For if any Perſon 
* ſhall adviſedly and directly advance, pub- 


« iſh and ſet forth by Writing, Printing, 
Singing, or any other pen Speech or Deed, 
« any fond, fantaſtical, or falſe Prophecy, 


* thereby to make any Diſſention, or other 
* Diſturbances in the Realm, he ſhall for the 


« firſt Offence be impriſoned for a Year, and 


e forfeit ten Pounds; and for the ſecond Of- 


e fence be impriſoned for Life, and forfeit his 


„Goods; half the Forfeitures to the Kix, 


«and half to him, who ſhall ſue for them in 


* any Court of Record.” 5 El:z.c. 15. 
Theſe being the Laws and Conſtitutions of 


this Kingdom, one would aſk this Sher:f, 


how he could conſiſtently with his Oath, 


make choice of ſuch a publick DeceiveR for 
his CHAPLAIN ? For a Clauſe of the Oath 
is. 1 will truly and diligently execute the 


* good Laws and Statutes of ths Realm, and 


*in all Things well and truly behave myſelf in 


* my Office, for the Honour of the Kin, and 


the good of his SuB3EcTs, and diſcharge the 


* {ame according to the beſt of my Shill and 
Help me God.” 3 Geo, c. 15. 

Sees. 18, 19. ; 
If theſe be the Las, this the Oath to ob- 
ſerve thoſe Laws, and this the Conduct of the 


Magiſtrate, ho took it: We have Reaſon 


ta 
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to apprehend, what would be the Fate of this 
KinGpoM ; were the Magiſtrates, as Mr. 
Weſley repreſents, all ſo well diſpoſed to 
favour the Met bodiſts. . 


Mr. Weſley's LETTER, 


CHAP, IV, 


ConTenTts. Mr. Weſley ſuppoſer an — in the 
Church of England ke that of the Church of Rome; 
talks of the Articles as a Rule of Faith preferable to the 
Holy. __— makes no Difference between funda- 
mental Articles and diſputable Points of Faith. Accuſes 
Dr. Free of writing againſt the Articles, but cannot 
ſhew the Place; domineers like a Pœdagogue, till he is 
out of Breath, but recovering bene to ſay ſomething of 
Arabia and Japan, is ſeized with a Fit of Meekneſs, ut- 
tering among his laſt Words Fairneſs, Candor, Chriſt. 


1. VO aſſert, Laſtly, That any who chuſe a Me- 
th:dift Clergyman for their Lecturer, put in- 
te to that Office, which ſhould be held by a Miniſter of 
e the Church of England, an Enemy who undermines 
not only the legal Eſtabliſhment of that Church, but 
« alſo the Foundation of all Religion.“ 
2. Once more we muſt call upon you for the Proof : 
The Proof of theſe two Particulars, P irſt, That I, ohn 
eſley, am © an Enemy to the Church, and that I under- 


mine not only the legal Eſtabliſhment of the Church 


« of England, but alſo the very Foundations of all Reli- 
« gion.“ Secondly, That « Mr. Vis an Enemy to 
© the Church, and is undermining all Religion, as well 
<« as the Eſtabliſhment.“ | 

3- Another Word and I haye done, Are there 
+ © certain Qualifications required of all Lecturers, before 
e they are by Law permitted to ſpeak to the People? 
And is a Subſcription to the Thirty Nine Articles of Re- 
ligion, one of theſe Qualifications ? And is a Perſon who 


. 13 * : 1. 14, 


— 


Who 
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does not conform to ſuch Subſcription” diſqualified to 
be a Lecturer? Or, who - has ever held or publiſhed any 
_ 208 contrary to what the Church of England main- 
<« tains?” . „ 
4. Then certainly you, Dr. John Free, are not © per- 
c mited by Law to ſpeak to the People: Neither are 
you * qualified to be a Lecturer in any Church in Lon- 
don or England, as by Law ęſtabliſbed. For you flat] 
deny and o nly oppoſe more than One or Two of thoſe 
Articles, You do not in any wiſe conform to the Sub- 
\ ſcription. you made, before you was ordain'd either Priet 
or Deacon, You both hold and publiſh (if you are the 
Author and Publiſher of the Tract before me) what is 
grolly, palpably © contrary to what the Church of Eng- 
< Jand maintains,” in her Homilies as well as Articles: 

5. Thoſe Homilies to which you have alſo ſubſcribed, 
in ſubſcribing the 36th Article. You have ſubſcribed 
them, Sir: But did you ever read them ? 

6. Did you ever read fo much as the Three firſt Ho- 
milies? I beg of you, Sir, to read theſe at leaſt, before 
-__ write again about the Doctrine of the Church of Eng- 
land. 

7. And would it not be prudent to read a few of the 
Writings of the Methodiſts, befor you undertake a far- 
ther Confutation of them ? At 2 you know not the 
Men or their Communication. You are as wholly un- 
acquainted both with them and their DoCtrines, as if you 
had lived all your Days inthe Iſlands of Japan, or the 
Deſerts of Arabia. | 

8. You have given a furious Aſſault to you know not 
whom : And you have done it, you know not why. 

9. You have not hurt me ee 

10. But you have hurt yourſelf: Perhaps in your 
Character ; certainly in your Conſcience. 

II, For this is not doing to others as you would th 
ſhould do unto you. When you grow cool, I truſt you 
will ſee this clearly: And will no more acculc, in a Man- 
ner ſo remote from Fairneſs and Candar. 


Rev. Sir, 
Your Servant for CnRIST's Sake, 
JOHN WESLEY, 
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Dr. Free's Notes upon Chap. IV. of Mr. Weſ⸗ 
n 7 


N my Remarks upon this Chapter, I ſhall 
take the Liberty to conſider and diſpatch 
in the firſt Place, a few ſcattering Objections 
at the End of it, relating to my Knowledge 
of the Methodi/ts, and Behaviour to Mr. We/f- 


tey; that I may not be interrupted when TI 


come to ſpeak upon a more important Sub- 
ject, that is, the different Nature, Deſign and 
Obligation of the different Articles of the 
Church of England, and the Caſe of the Sub- 
ſcribers. to the Articles and Homilies. Where 


- beſides the Importance of the Subject; the 


Errors of Mr. ey appear to be more par- 


ſuch a Pattern of Chriſtian Meekneſs deliver- 
ed with ſome Degree of Arrogance. 


Pirſt then, for my Conduct to you Mr. 
Weſley. You tell me that by writing the 


Pamphlet to the Salters, I have not burt you, 
though you fay, that it is not doing to others as 
T would, they ſhould do unto me. As for hurt- 


ing you in particular; the Deſign of that 


Piece was uni verſal, and calculated as far as 
you were concerned, not to hurt, but to con- 


. vince you; Unleſs Conviction gives you Pain; 
if ſo, you mult be ſubject to ſome perverſe 


Paſſions, or ſtrong Prejudices. For Diſpaſ- 
Fonate Re ason, clear of theſe Incumbrances, 
| finds 


conſidering, that he is 


| 
\ 
| 
| 
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ſinds a Pleaſure in Conviction, as it deſires 


always to be informed. | 
And for doing, as I would be done by. Pleaſe 
to conſider at the Time you rate this Let- 
ter, what Dealings in the literary Way, I had 
with you. Why truly only this Communica- 
tion; 1 had with all good Manners ſaid, that 
if either you or your Brother had any Ex- 
ceptions to make in the Manner there ex- 
refled, and as I expected, I would reply, 
2 as fairly and candidly as you could expect 
from a Man differing in Opinion from 
yourſelves. Now then, Sir, if you put the 
Queſtion, whether I ſhould take Offence at 
fuch a civil Challenge? I declare upon my Ho- 
nour, that I ſhould not. I have therefore thus 
far done by you, as I would be done by. 
And further chan this. I made no other 
Addreſs to you in your own Perſon, nor con- 
cerned myſelf any farther with your Writings 
in particular, than juſt tranſcribing a Paſſage 
from Biſhop Gz#/or's Paſtoral Letter, which 
contained, it ſeems, an Extract from one of 
your Journals. This alſo I believe no Man, 
beſide yourſelf, would ever have conſidered 
as an Offence, at leaſt I ſhould not; unleſs 
there had been ſome Interpolation or baſe 
Omiſfion, which had perfectly altered the 
Senle, a Circumſtance, which no doubt you 
would have complained of, if I had afforded 
you any Cauſe, But you had no Cauſe for 
ſach Complaint, and might have been uſed 
| | with 


% 
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1 with the ſame Tenderneſs throughout, if you 

"et had not forfeited my Eſteem by quibbling 

with Teſtimonies, which you cannot deny, 

| and your ſignal Diſhoneſty in Miſquotation. 

1 Inſtances of which I ſhall produce to your 

| Shame, when I come to examine your ſecond 

Letter: Falſhood and Hypocriſy, Sir, have 

no Title to Civility from me. For in my 

Opinion, that Man countenances Iniquity, | 

who is civil to it. | 

| You tell the World, Sir, That 1 have 
« given a furious Afſault, to I know not 

« whom : And I have done it, I know not 

„hy.“ Sir, I attacked the Methodiſts, 

becauſe People, who paſs under that Deno- 

mination, propagate ' a dangerous Sort of 

Atheiſm, and talk Blaſ phemy: This was the | 

[11188 Reafin way, and 1 think, a ſubſtantial Rea- 

nt fon: And for the Perſons whom, I could 

11 not be ſo much a Stranger to them, as you 

repreſent, ſince I have produced the Wri- 

ings of ſome, and both che 320 and Writ- 

ings of others. 

| Muſt it not then appear even to yourſelf, 

WM! a ſtrange Flight and Abſurdity, to tell the 

WI Publick, that I know no more of the Metho- 1 

tt . diſts and their Communication than, the Inha- 

| 1 bitants of Arabia and Fapan? When you 

. muſt remember that I have often had Oppor- 

| runities of hearing your Opinions from your 

own Mouths. As your Bfother was of the 

11 ſame College, with myſelf; and you, or the 

ame 
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ſame Uni verſity. And when your younger 
Apoſtle Wa1TFIELD obtained (I ſuppoſe up- 
on a Promiſe of better Behaviour) Prieſ's 
Orders at Oxford, from the Biſhop of Glou- 
ceſter ; being of the Preſbytery of the Cathe- 
dral, T was obliged to lay my Hand upon 
his Head, and yet you tell me that I know 
neither the Men nor their Communication. 

But, I think for this Sally, you have re- 
ceived a ſufficient Check, from a Pamphlet 
entitled, Confiderations on ſome Modern Doc- 
trines and Teachers; of which, fince you 
take no Notice of it in your ſecond Letter, 
I will give you a Specimen here. 

* This, ſays the Author, “is a tip-top 
* cant Expreſſion of the Methodiſts, and 1 


have heard it made uſe of by the Brethren, 


te when any attempted to interpret Scripture 
c contrary to their liking—l ſpeak thus free- 
« ly, becauſe the Doctrines thus charged up- 
© on the Methodiſts, are falſe DoCtrines ;— 
« Mr. Weſley himſelf; continues he, proves 
« thoſe Doctrines to be falſe, by his ſo ſtre- 


e nuouſly contending, and athrming the 


« Methodiſts do not teach them.” — This 
Gentleman however teſtifies the contrary.— 
« For pondering a little upon theſe Things, 


* ſays he, brought to my Remembrance, that 


* Page 12, &c. of the Pamphlet entitled ConsiDtR ATI“ 
ons on ſome Modern Do#rines and Teachers, humbly addreſſ- 
ed to the worthy Inhabitants of St. Aan, Il ond. freet and St. 
Olave, Sitver-ſireet, &c. By C. Grange, an Inhabitant, c. 
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« ten or a dozen Years ago, or more Time I 
* believe has elapſed ſince, paſſing near the 
“ Borders of the Foundery, Curioſity led me 
eto ſet my Foot over the Threſhold, when 
© I beheld one of the Lay-Brethren up aloft 
* and ready to exhibit; and, I have had 
e ſomething like an Impreſſion upon my 
© Mind ever fince, that his whole Harangue 
© was upon the Excellency of Faith, exclu- 
* five of Works; and that a Hymn, or what- 
e ever it might be called, was ſung upon the 
© Occaſion, which had the ſame Tendency, 
two particular Lines of which were ſtill 
« freſh in my Memory. 

Kut that I might not accuſe any Perſon 
* wrongfully, I borrowed of an Acquain- 
* tance one of their Hymn-Books, where I 
* find the very Words, being the two laſt of 


their Hymn 32d, intitled, CHRIST the 


Friend of Sinners. The Words are: 


* Believe, and all your Sins forgiven ; 
Only believe, and yours is Heaven. 


Other of their Hymns, have the ſame Ten- 
* dency; in the 44th, it is faid 


Look, and be ſav'd by Faith alone.” 


By this then it ſhould ſeem, that rhe Ex- 
Clasen of good Works, notwithſtanding the 
preſent Profeſſions to the contrary was once 
in Faſhion at the Foundery itſelf. 

This being ſo univerſally the Caſe, Sir, it 

18 


; ? 
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is no Wonder I ſhould affirm of the Methodiſis 
in general, that their whole Miniſtry was an 
open and avowed Oppoſition to the 20th 
Article of the Church of England. For 
thoſe who preach the Doctrine of Salvation 
without good Works, muſt father it upon 
ſome Parts of Scripture. Becauſe natural Re- 
ligion has no ſuch Abſurdities. But if they 
father it upon Scripture, they make ſome 
Parts of Scripture contradict the Reſt, which 
is charging Scripture with Falſhood. For 
what is Contradiction cannot be true. 

J then aſſert for this Reaſon, and for others 
which have been mentioned, Sir, that thoſe 
who chuſe a Clergyman for their Lecturer, 
Prieſt, or Parſon, who ſhall be the Author, 
Retailer, or Publiſher of ſuch Doctrine, either 
by Printing, Preaching or Singing, © put in- 
* to that Office, which ſhould be held by a 
© Miniſter of the Church of England, an 
% Enemy, who undermines not only the /e- 
ce gal Eſtabliſhment, but alſo the Foundati- 
eon of all Religion.” 

And if either you, or your Friend Mr, 
V—, have openly vilified and ſet at naught 
Morality, and ſuch Acts of Prety as publick 
Devotion, you in fuch Hymns as have been 
juſt now atteſted to be ſung at your Foundry, 
and each, or either of you, in your Writings 
or Sermons, why then, Sir, as you aſk me 
the Queſtion, you are ſo far, both included 


in the ſame Condemnation. 
Such 


—_ 
— — —— — — — * — — —— Wy — — — — — _ 
- ——= — _— — 
* - * * _ — — — = 
— 8 8 . * „.ſ A a | * bs 
r — — INE . 
_ - , > r T — 2 
- : — 


- 
—— — 
5 ona „ „ £6 


- z 
AT” — 


— —___ _ = 


36 Dr. Free's NoTes. | 


Such, Sir, are the Conſequences of oppoſ- 
ing a fundamental Article of the Church of 
England, which was eſtabliſhed with a View 
to ſecure the holy Scriptures from the Re- 
proach of being a Syſtem of oppoſite Doc- 
trines, and Contradictions. Queſtions re- 


ſpecting diſputable Points not very clear, and 


therefore not very eſſential to Salvation, 
ſhould never be drawn into Articles of Faith, 
or made to require the abſolute uncondition- 


al Aﬀent of all Men. If in Times of pub- 


lick Hurry and Confuſion, or to favour any 
particular Party, or through the mere Igno- 
rance of the Compilers ſuch Articles have 
crept into a Syſtem, and for the Sake of 
Peace have been ſuffered to remain, I do not 
find that by Men of Senſe, they have been 
conſidered as any better than temporary In- 
ſtitutions, which may be neglected, oppoſed, 
or even expunged, if carried beyond their due 
Meaning, and made the Cauſe of Diſtur- 
bance. 

The Writers of the * Weekly Miſcellany, 
in which Paper, the Father of a certain Per- 
fon was ſuppoſed to be concerned, repre- 
ſent it as the Opinion of Chillingworth, Laud, 
Sheldon, Stilling fleet, that there was a wide 
Difference between the Obligation of ſome 


of the Articles of the Church of England 


above others, that they are not all of them 
Articles of Fal TH fundamentally neceſſary to 


Weekly Miſcellany, vol. 2. Page 83. = 
aiVas 


| 
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Salvation: This allows a Liberty of Inter- 
pretation to Men approved of, and licenſed by 
the Governors of the Church, as capable of 
being entruſted with that Liberty: And they 
do Religion a Service if by their Learning 


they are enabled to uſe it, in that proper 


Manner, ſo as to reconcile its Difficulties. 
And now, Sir, after this Preface, which 
T hope may tend to your Information and 
Reformation; what have you to ſay about 
Dr. Free's Preaching againſt the Articles? 
Does he preach againſt the fundamental At- 
ticles? as has been charged upon you and 


your Aſſociate Mr, Y—. If he has he de- 


ſerves the ſame Treatment, and will ſtand or 
fall by his own Laws. Does he preach 
againſt any Articles ? You do not give any 
Inſtance where. Till you can find the Place, 
therefore I reply to you in the Words of St. 
Bernard, for the Honour of God, and in my 
own Defence. Mibi pro minimo eſt, ut ab 
illis judicer, qui dicunt bonum malum, & ma- 
lum bonum, ponentes lucem tenebras, & tenebras 
lucem, libens excipio in me detrahentium linguas 
maledicas, & venenata ſpicula Blaſphemorum, 
ut ad ipſum nm pervenant, 

But it ſeems I muſt ſtop here to ſay my 
Chatechiſm. For ſpeaking of the Homilies, 
in furious Zeal, you aſk me—You have 
ſubſcribed them, Sir, but did you ever read 
them ?—I believe, I might but now you 
talk of reading—9S? ſatis debachatus es, Leno, 

—Diq 
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Did you never read the Story of the Caliph, 
who, when the Sarazens had got Poſſeſſion 
of Alexandria, was ſollicited by ſome of his 
Officers, at the earneſt Entreaties of the 
Townſmen, to ſpare their antient Boaſt and 
Glory, the Ptolemean Library, the nobleſt 
in the World: To which the Muſjelman re- 
plied, that the Books in the Library either 
contained the ſame Matters as the Alcoran, 
or they did not—lIf they contained juſt the 
ſame Things as the Alcoran, they were uſe- 
leſs; but if oppoſite, they ought by no 
Means to be preſerved ; which latter Arti- 
cle, not being very clear, it was the World's 
Misfortune, that they ſhould be burnt. — 
Now not to make a Compariſon between the 
Worth of the Prolemæan Library and our 
Articles and Homilies, the Inference I would 
draw from the Hiſtory, is this, that as a 
Chriſtian, I ought to be allowed to think as 
highly of the Bible, as this Turk did of the 
 Alcoran; and therefore by Parity of Reaſon, 
I fay, that the Articles and Homilies, either 
contain the ſame Things as the Scriptures, or 
they do not: If they contain the ſame 
Things as the Scriptures, then I have them 
in the Scriptures - But if they contain 
Things drfFerent from, that is, oppoſite to the 
Scriptures; then they may be neglefed at 
leaſt, if they ought not te be burnt, —Bur, Sir, 


as you have here clapped your Wings and 


crowed ſo much, I mutt not diſmiſs you yer, 
till 


e 


wr” 
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till T have made you a little more ſenſible, 
that there was 10 room for Triumph. You 
tell me in your ſecond Letter, that you once 
thought of the Articles, &c. as I do now, but 
ſay with a retreating Sneer, © that ſome of 
e you were perverted by reading the Homilies, 
e after your Return from Georgia. Pray, 
Sir, how was it that you came to conceive 


one Way of the Doctrines or Articles of the 


Church of ENGLAND before you went to 
Georgia, and another Way afterwards. I 
ſuppoſe from a Child you have known the 
holy Scriptures, I am clear, that when you 


became a Man, you was obliged to ſtudy 


them; in Conſequence then, I gather that 
you firſt interpreted the Articles by the Scrip- 
tures, they being your Guides before the 
Homilies ; but afterwards, when you changed 
your Opinion, that Change was owing, it 
ſeems, to the Homilies; fo then the Homi- 
lies taught you to underſtand the Articles 
one Way, and the Scriptures taught you an- 
other. But, Sir, can you with any Face, as 
a Proteſtant, ſet one of theſe Guides in Com- 
petition with the other? Do you think that 
the Homilies are more znfall:ble than the 
Scriptures, If this be your Meaning, the 
PROTESTANTS in England and in Ireland 
will be a little alarmed ar ſuch poi Moti- 
ons; though you may delude them in other 
Shapes: Are not you aware, Sir, that it's 


Pretences to Infallibility make one grand 
Objection 
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Objection of the Proteſtants to the Church of 
Rome? How could you imagine then, that 
the Homilies of a Proteſtant Chureh ſup- 

ofed by it's own * Synod, or Convocation to 
be a fallible Church, ſhould be eſteemed as 
a Rule of Falrn preferably to the holy 
Scriptures, from whence they profeſs to de- 
rive all their Authority? 

We are not required by the Compilers of 
the Articles, to entertain an higher Opinion 
of them or their Authority than they enter- 
tained themſelves : Pleaſe to conſider then, 
as their own Words expreſs it, what was the 
Eſtimation or Value, which they ſet upon 
ſuch Compoſitions or Conventions as theſe. 

They tell you that particular Churches 
had erred and might err hereafter, and con- 
ſequently that the Church of England being 
one of thoſe particular Churches might err 
as well as the reſt. 

That the fundamental Maxims, which 
we are to adhere to upon a Suſpicion of the 
Churches Error, and which were to deter- 
mine the Meaſure of our Aſſent were firſt, 
that the Church, may not ordain any thing 
that is contrary to God's Words written : In 
the next Place, that it ſo explain each Part 
of Scripture, as to keep the Whole con- 
ſiſtent with itſelf, 

Theſe are the Conditions on which we 


—_— a 


See Articles of Religion the 6, 19, 20. 
ſub- 
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ſubſcribe to the Articles, and when the Con- 
dition is made void the Obligation ceaſes. 

I have given you here, Sir, the ?rue Spirit 
of Proteſtantiſm, the only vital Spirit, which 
in all wiſe Men, and in all wiſe E/tabliſhments 
however they may differ in Mopxs of Faith 
and Worſhip, is ſtill invariable and the ſame. 
One might produce to this Purpoſe the Opi- 
nions of ſeveral of the ableſt Divines abroad, 
but I ſhall content myſelf with that of the 
ingenious and judicious OSTERVALD, ſometime | 
Miniſter of Neuffchatel in SwiTZERLAND. 
* Cecy merite d'eſtre examine, mais avec At- 
e tention, & ſans Prejuge. Icy, il faut je 
e defaire de Peſprit de parti, & reconnoiſtre 
e de bonne foy les defauts ou il y en d. Autre- 
ment, fi chacun demeure dans la Prevention 
een faveur de la Societe dont il eſt Membre, on 
* ne remediera jamais d rien. Car, ſuppoſe 
« qu'il y ait des defauts,—ne ſera ce pas le 
© moyen de canoniſer les abus ?”—L/'eſtat de 
L'EGLISE. | 

Thus much, Sir, of the AurHORITY of 
the Articles, which gave a Sanction to the 
H milies, You may ſee (and not only You, 
| fed omnes quotquot eſtis, cujuſcunque Ordinis, 
Sacrificuli minores) from the Account, that 
our Reformers give of tBemſeleM& that the 
Subſcription they require is not inMicit, blind 
and abſolute, but in the Nature of the Thing 
a conditional SUBSCRIPTION, that it ſuppoſes 
an Opinion in the 8 2 ſubſcribing, that the 
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Mex, who then preſided in the Church and 
may preſide, are fallible, and may err; ar1 
that you aſſent to the Doctrines of this falli- 
ble Church, ſo far and no farther, than as 
they ſhall appear to be content with them- 
ſelves, and conſſſtent with the holy SCRIPTURES. 

In this Senſe I ſubſcribed to the Articles 
myſelf; and I find the reſt of my Bre- 
thren with whom I can converſe freely in the 
ſame Sentiments. 

This being the State of the Caſe, Sir, the 
Miniſters of the Church of England, who, 


at this Day are many of them much better 


Scholars, and much greater Maſters, both of 
Scripture and Reaſon, than ſome of our Re- 


formers were, have a Right to ſcan the Merit 


of their Compoſitions, eſpecially in diſbutable 


Matters, where their Skill might reaſonably 


be called in Queſtion : But no Miniſter has a 
Right to preach againſt thoſe Articles, which 
eſtabliſh the Being, and Attributes of Gop. 
Becauſe this is doing the Work of Atheiſin. 
Therefore, I ſay it again, and I fay it aloud, 
that if there be any Goverment in England, 
ſuch People will be for ever excluded from 
any publick Function. 

Theſe are Points, Sir, which if you had 
Joined to an honeſt Heart, the Learning of a 
Divine, and the Sagacity of a conſiderate 
Man, you might have determined many 
Years ago in your own Breaſt; had not the 
Itch of Fame and Popularity, the romantick 


P roje& 
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Project of being the Founder of a Sect, and the 
opening Proſpects of Advantage and Succeſs, 
prompted you firſt to go a madding Vourſelf, 
and wherever you found People, that were 
like-minded, to ſeduce them to take the ſame 
wild Courſes after you, | 
I have lent you the Clue to regain the 
Paths of Truth and Soberneſs, if you pleaſe ; 
But if you do not chooſe to make uſe of it, as 
you are gone out from us, I may probably 
leave you to enjoy your Errors ; after giving 
you another Round of Animadverſions, which 
you will find ſticking in the Sides of your 
ſecond LETTER. 


The E N D. 


I - 
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Other Boks, which have been written by the Rev. Dr FREE, 
©. and fold by William Sandby, at the Ship, oppoſite" St. 
- Dunſtan's Church in Fleet-Street. 3 4 
1. ISTORY ofthe Eg Tongue, with the Author's 
| | 2 H intended Dedication to his Royal Highneſs Prince 
1 Grone; now Prince of Wales, Paxr J, printed in 1749, 
. .and containing an Account, | | 
I. Of the Reman or Latin Tongue, as once ſpoken in Britain. 
| | II. Of the HBritiſb or Welch, and it's ancient and preſent Limits. 
3.1 36 IIL Of the Pyhtas, corruptly called Pits, by the Romans 3 
bi 7 their Settlement in the of BRITAIN; the Original of their 
48 Naux, and the Nature, Extent, and Duration of their Lan- 


„ © 


GUAGE. I ab <3 | 
1 IV. Of che Scors from Jreland ; and the Extent of the Zer/e 
| Language; in order to diſtinguiſh it from the Exgiiſb in the 
1 Merch iam which vulgarly paſſes under the Name of 
— 14 N | Bread Scotch. | er TIVES; 
1 2. A Volume of StxMons preached before the Univerſity 
45 of Oxford, printed in 1750. With a Preface tending to re- 
as | form ſome remarkably bad Practices, both in Church and 
14 State; to the Neglect of which, we principally owe our pre- 
I: ſent Misfortunes. _ 5 | 
. Political Sex os, and Discoursts, collected into one 
Volume, under the Title of the Sentiment of a true Avr i- 
r 2hO and dedicated to his Ræya Highneſs the Duxx, 
— 1756. 

- A ſecond ANT1IGALLICAN on preached in the Year, 
MB. upon the Terms of National Unanimity : With a Ge- 
neological Table, ſhewing his MajesTY's ancient Connexions, 
with the Crowns of theſe e long antecedent in Time, 
to the Marriage of his Anceſtor with the Steward Family. "4 

5. Pots upon ſeveral Occaſions, the ſecond Edition 1757, | 
containing an Op to the King of Pruffia, an Op of Conſo- 

{ation to his R. H. the DuxEe. Fephtha an Oratorio ſet to Muſick, 
by Mr. STaxLEY. Advice to the Fair Sex, &c. | 
g ConTROVERSY with the Methodiſts. 

6. Rules for the Diſcovery of falſe PRoyatTs: Or the 
Dangerous Impoſitions of the People called  Merhozifis de- 
tected at the Bar of Scripture and Reaſon. A Sermonpreached 
before the Univerſity at St. Mary's in Oxford, on Whitfunday, 

1758. With a Preface in Vindication of certain Articles 
2 to the ſerious Conſideration of the Company of 
Salters in London : And an Appendix, containing authentick 
Vouchers ; from the Writings of the Methediſts, &c. in Sup- 

| port of the Charge which has been brought againſt them. 
"ih 7. Certain Articles propoſed to the ſerious Conſideration 
1% of the Court of Aſſiſtants, of the worſhipful Company of 
1 -. *Gealters, in London, 2. Price Six-pence. | 
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